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ASPHER Deans’ and Directors’ Retreat, Rennes 2010 
The annual ASPHER Deans’ and Directors’ Retreat which was held in 

Rennes, France, May 26-30, 2010, and hosted by Antoine Flahault, Dean of 

EHESP French School of Public Health and President of ASPHER, was a huge 

success. Almost 50 deans, directors, and guests were in attendance, and nearly 

35 ASPHER member schools were represented. 

The two-day programme was quite varied with the chairs of ASPHERôs task 

forces presenting their groupsô objectives, discussing progress made so far, 

explaining plans for the future, and engaging the audience in fruitful discussion. 

The keynote presentations were done by Andy Haines (LSHTM) and John 

Kimberly (Wharton Business School), while Marjorie Aelion, Dean of 

University of Massachusetts School of Public Health at Amherst, delivered a 

presentation on potential ways to build links with the American Association of 

Schools of Public Health (ASPH). Two networking sessions were also held over 

the course of the two days, one with EUPHA and another with EPHA, 

ASPHERôs two principal partners. All participants expressed their satisfaction 

with the structure of the programme, as well as the high calibre of all the 

presentations and the excellent discussions that were had. 

Thank you to all those who attended and helped to make this event a great 

success! Please go to http://www.aspher.org/index.php?site=rennes2010 to 

access some of the presentations from the retreat and a few interviews with task 

force chairs, as well as to see some more photos! 
 

 

Organised each year in a different location, the Deans' and Directors' Retreat is one of the 

most important ASPHER events of the calendar year. This high level meeting of the heads of the 

associationôs member institutions plays a significant role in evaluating the current activities, 

whilst also planning and organising the future direction of ASPHER. 
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European Public Health Conference, Amsterdam 2010 
Registration for the conference is now available via the following website. 

Click here for attractive Hotel & Travel offers. 

Click here to find out the decision on your abstract. 

Click here to get more information over the programme and registration fees. 

Update from the Programme Committee Meeting, Utrecht, June 5 

A record number of high-quality abstracts was received for the conference this 

year (881 in total from 53 countries, including 82 workshops!), making the task 

of the Scientific Committee, and further also of the Programme Committee, very 

difficult. The conference has very good prospects, and the local organisers in 

Amsterdam are now expecting 1200 participants! 

The Programme Committee met in Utrecht on Saturday, June 5, in order to 

finalize and formalize the decisions concerning the programme of this yearôs 

conference. All of ASPHERôs task forces will play an active role in this yearôs 

event. The Global Health, Innovation and Good-practice in Public Health 

Education, and Ethics and Values in Public Health task forces will each 

conduct a 90-minute workshop during the regular programme of the conference. 

The task forces on Public Health Core Competencies and Accreditation will 

organise a 3-hour long pre-conference event on Wednesday, November 10
th

 

from 9-12 in the morning. Following the same model, the task force on Public 

Health Advocacy and Communication will co-organise a pre-conference 

session with European Public Health Alliance (EPHA), while the task force on 

Doctoral Programmes and Research Capacities will present the Guidelines 

for Doctoral Programmes in Public Health, submitting them to the ASPHER 

General Assembly for approval. 

Please go to http://eupha.org/site/upcoming_conference.php to register for the 

3
rd

 European Public Health Conference, Amsterdam 2010, November 10-13. 

The conference will be held at the RAI Conference Venue, Amsterdam. 
 

Call for Nominations | ASPHER President Elect 

Call for Nominations | ASPHER Executive Board Members 

Please submit your nominations for the next ASPHER President as well as for 

ASPHER Executive Board Members. There are 2 vacancies for Executive Board 

Member posts. Elections will take place at ASPHERôs Annual General 

Assembly in Amsterdam on November 11
th

, from 9-12 in the morning. The 

filled-in nomination forms should be sent to office@aspher.org.  

Deadline for nominations: Monday, October 11
th

  

Click here to download the nomination form (ASPHER President Elect). 

Click here to download the nomination form (ASPHER Exec Board Member). 
  

Call for Nominations | Andrija Stampar Medal 

The deadline for this yearôs nominations is Monday, September 13
th

. Please send 

the name of the person you would like to nominate along with a supporting 

letter and a brief biographical sketch of the nominee to: office@aspher.org. The 

Andrija Stampar Award Ceremony 2010 will take place during closing plenary 

session of the conference in Amsterdam on Saturday, November 13
th

. 

Deadline for nominations: Monday, September 13
th

  

Click here to read more about the Andrija Stampar Medal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 2008, ASPHER organises  

its annual conference together  

with EUPHA. This joint endeavour 

has been named the European 

Public Health Conference and 

combines the respective annual 

meetings of both associations. 
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The Young Researchers’ Forum 2010 will be held on Wednesday, November 

10
th

 from 17:00 ï 20:00. 

This event, organised by ASPHER, is a unique opportunity for MPH, PhD and 

postdoc researchers to present their work to a select audience of peers and key 

representatives of the European public health community (research/policy/ 

practice/education & training). 

ASPHER and EUPHA invite researchers to submit abstracts of their work, 

which will be reviewed and rated by a select panel of public health experts. The 

top-scoring authors will then have the opportunity to give an oral presentation of 

their work at the Forum. Authors who submit abstracts of high quality, but are 

not selected for oral presentations, will be asked to present a poster at the event. 

An award, funded by ASPHER members, will be presented to the researcher 

with the best oral presentation. 

Deadline for abstract submission: Monday, September 13
th

. 

Please go to http://aspher.org/index.php?site=young_researchers_forum to 

submit an abstract or to register for this yearôs forum (free entrance). 

Important: This yearôs Young Researchersô Forum will accommodate a 

seminar on óHow to write a scientific article and publish itô organised by 

Antoine Flahault and Peter Allebeck, editors-in-chief of the Public Health 

Reviews Journal and the European Journal of Public Health, explaining the 

submission process, reviewers, tips, etc. 

 

 
 

Schools of Public Health are invited to organise promotional stands during the 

annual conference in Amsterdam at which they can display materials, publicise 

projects, events, etc. The ASPHER annual meeting organised in the context of 

the European Public Health Conference is a high-profile event attended by many 

people, thus, providing a unique opportunity for schools/projects to gain 

visibility. 

The cost of maintaining a stand over the course of the 4-day conference is 1900 

euro. Stands can be run by individual schools or a group of schools based on 

geographical affiliation or project criteria (e.g., EuroPubHealth). Below you 

may found a hypothetical set up based on a 6-stand (regional/group/project) 

scenario. 

We do hope that you will take advantage of this opportunity to highlight your 

institutionôs greatest attributes!  

Please contact office@aspher.org to obtain further information. 
 

Europe: 

North-West Region 

Eur Academic Alliance 

for Global Health 

Europe: 

North-East Region 

 

Europe: 

South-West Region 

EuroPubHealth 

(http://europubhealth.org/) 

Europe: 

South East-Region  
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The first issue of Public Health Reviews entitled The New Public Health is 

nearing completion! The journal website is now up and running at 

http://www.publichealthreviews.eu. All of the articles from the first issue will be 

posted on the site shortly and the printed version should come out within the 

next several weeks. 

The first issue, The New Public Health, comprised of articles from invited 

authors, recognises the rapid evolution of public health over the past thirty 

years, and the need to broaden the base of professional studies in public health 

within the scope of civil society as much as within health care and medicine. 

The issue includes topics such as health care reform in Europe, health care 

innovations in the US, achievements in the sphere of infectious disease, public 

health workforce shortages in the developing world and micronutrient 

deficiency, among others. 

The Public Health Reviews Journal, which had been published for many years in 

Israel, was dormant for some time after the owner/publisher retired. In 2008, a 

proposal to bring it back to life was made, the PHR rights were purchased by 

EHESP School of Public Health, and a distinguished international Editorial 

Board was established with institutional support from ASPHER, Columbia 

University Mailman School of Public Health, and the Braun School of Public 

Health, Jerusalem, among others. 

In the inaugural issue of the revived journal, we seek to address a wide audience 

from the myriad of disciplines that comprise the work of public health. We hope 

to reach public health educators, researchers, students, policy-makers, and 

practitioners worldwide with evidence-based theoretical and experimental 

knowledge. 

PHR seeks to provide systematic reviews of important topics in public health in 

order to assist in translation of science into practice, in Europe and globally. The 

journal will place emphasis on the integration of current state of the art 

knowledge translational issues, and interdisciplinary approaches, describing 

evidence-based policy and best practices, for the benefit of a wide audience, 

including SPH faculty and students, public health professionals, scientists, 

policy makers, and practitioners. PHR will strive to be agenda setting, offering 

recommendations for the advancement of the field of public health in Europe 

and around the world. 

The first issue, The New Public Health, will be followed by an issue on Ageing 

due to come out at the end of 2010, an issue on Cardiovascular Issues in early 

2011, an issue on Education in Public Health in late 2011, and once entitled 

Healthy Europe 2020 at the beginning of 2012. Each issue will focus on one 

selected theme, while being open to non-thematic reviews. In order to reach a 

wider audience, Public Health Reviews will be available freely online, with 

printed copies provided for a fee. 

The journal is currently registered in Academic Search Complete and will soon 

be registered in other online systems as well. 

Public Health Reviews hopes to reach a large audience, spreading the basic 

concepts of public health in Europe and around the world! 

If your school would like to receive a paper copy of the first issue, please send 

your name and address to office@aspher.org.  
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Developing Public Health Capacity in the EU 
Project no. EAHC/2009/Health/05 
 

A review of the capacity of EU Members States to develop and implement public 

health policies and interventions: The European Commission (EAHC and DG 

Sanco) contracted a consortium of organisations representing the major 

professional organisations in public health in Europe to review the current 

public health capacity in Europe and to make recommendations for EU action 

and support. 

The Consortium is formed by EuroHealthNet, EUPHA, IUHPE, ASPHER, and 

EHMA, under the leadership of the Department of International Health of 

Maastricht University (Member of ASPHER) and with the support of the WHO 

European Observatory on Health Systems and Policies. 

The specific objectives of the project are: (1) to carry out a detailed review of 

the capacity of EU Member States to develop and implement public health 

policies and interventions; (2) to identify gaps, needs and common issues; (3) to 

identify a number of suggestions for action where EU support (including 

programmes and instruments in other policy areas) could provide assistance and 

added value to strengthen public health capacities.  

To achieve the abovementioned objectives, a multi-faceted strategy will be used, 

involving document analysis, assessment tool/questionnaire, focus groups with 

key informants, in-depth case studies and consensus building at the country 

level. Findings will be endorsed by the Ministry of Health or the highest public 

health authority in the country. 

The project was started in March 2010 with the development of the assessment 

tool/questionnaire and will continue with document analysis, focus groups and 

development of in-depth case studies at the country level. The data collected and 

findings from each country will be included in a database by the end of October. 

A final report including main findings, suggestions and recommendations for 

future actions will be submitted to the European Commission in January 2011. 

More details on the project can be found at http://www.eurohealthnet.eu.  

Please contact Christoph christoph.aluttis@inthealth.unimaas.nl or Cristina 

c.chiotan@eurohealthnet.eu if you would like more info about the project. 

 

Models and tools for health workforce planning and projections 
Source: WHO, Human Resources for Health Observer ï Issue No.3 
 

The formulation of national human resources for health (HRH) policies and 

strategies requires evidence-based planning to rationalize decisions. A range of 

tools and resources exists to assist countries in developing a national HRH 

strategic plan. Such plans normally include short- and long-term targets and cost 

estimates for scaling up education and training for health workers, reducing 

workforce imbalances, strengthening the performance of staff, improving staff 

retention and adapting to any major health sector reforms, while also being 

harmonized with broader strategies for social and economic development.  

The objective of this paper is to take stock of the available methods and tools for 

health workforce planning and projections, and to describe the processes and 

resources needed to undertake such an exercise. This review is not meant to be 

exhaustive, but rather illustrative of the tools and resources available and 

commonly used in countries.  

Click here to read online. 
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US PH Foundation Adopts Core Competencies for PH Professionals 
US PH Foundation website: http://www.phf.org/  

List of competencies available online at: http://bit.ly/bmIjUF  

Council on Linkages between Academia and PH Practice unanimously adopted 

a new set of Core Competencies for PH Professionals. 

Competencies to Curriculum Toolkit ï This guide can help describe and 

integrate core and discipline-specific competencies into health professions and 

continuing education training programmes. 

Competency Assessment Tool ï This framework connects health administration 

competencies to example work experiences. 

Guidelines for Assigning Competencies and Skill Levels to Concern ï The 

TRAIN Course Provider Reference Guide has information that can assist course 

providers in assigning Core Competencies and Bioterrorism and Emergency 

Readiness competencies to courses, as well as attributing a skill level (aware, 

knowledgeable, or advanced) to training programmes.  

Management Self Assessment ï A state health department developed this tool to 

assess the skills and competencies of its managers. 

Framework for Online training ï This framework can be used to develop online 

competency-based training initiatives that emphasise cross-cutting public health 

skills. This appendix to the framework for online training can be used to select 

course modules that are designed to improve the skills of learners in specific 

competency areas. 

List of Competencies Sets ï This table lists sets of competencies for public 

health-related occupations and professions. It was developed by the Centres for 

Disease Control and Preventionôs Office of Workforce and Career Development. 

Development of Discipline-Specific Competencies ï The preface to the Draft 

Applied Epidemiology Tier 2 Competencies describes how the Centres for 

Disease Control and Prevention and the Council of State and Territorial 

Epidemiologists developed a set of discipline-specific competencies, in part by 

building on the eight Core Competency domains. This draft questionnaire is a 

useful model of how to solicit feedback from the field about the relevance of 

proposed competencies. 

ASPHER’s Task Force on PH Core Competencies is also currently working 

on developing catalogues of PH competencies and will report on its progress 

during the conference in Amsterdam later this year, on November 10
th

.  
 

EU Open Health Forum 2010 Broadcasted Online 
29-30 June 2010, European Commission, Brussels 
 

This year the EU Open Health Forum will focus on increasing the profile of 

health in all policies in defining the EU 2020 Strategy. The Forum is an annual 

conference organised by the European Commission in partnership with the EU 

Health Policy Forum, an information and consultation body of the European 

Commission comprising 52 EU stakeholder organisations in the field of health; 

ASPHER is a member of the Forum and will be represented at the event. 

Follow the Open Health Forum online by clicking here.  
 

Links to newsletters of ASPHER partner organisations 
 

Click here to open EUPHA newsletter (May issue). 

Click here to open EPHA newsletter (May issue). 

Click here to open last monthôs issue of ASPHER bulletin (May issue). 
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