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ASPHER Deans’ and Directors’ Retreat, Rennes 2010 

Click here to download the final agenda of the retreat. 

Call for Nominations | ASPHER President Elect 

All ASPHER Deans and Directors are kindly requested to nominate their 

candidates by Monday, May 24. The list of the nominated candidates will be 

announced during the ASPHER Deans’ and Directors’ Retreat in Rennes, 26-30 

May. The filled in nomination forms should be sent to office@aspher.org. 

Deadline for nominations: Monday, May 24 

Click here to download the nomination form. 
  

 

 
 

 

Click here to download the second announcement of the conference. 

Call for Nominations | ASPHER Andrija Stampar Medal 

The deadline for this year nominations is Monday, September 13. Please send 

the name of the person you would like to nominate together with a supporting 

letter, and a brief biographical sketch of the nominee to: office@aspher.org. The 

Andrija Stampar Award Ceremony 2010 will take place during the Amsterdam 

Conference, on Friday, November 12. 

Deadline for nominations: Monday, September 13 

Click here to read more about the Andrija Stampar Medal. 

 

Communication 

Organised each year in a different 

location, the Deans' and Directors' 

Retreat is one of the most important 

ASPHER events of the calendar 

year. This high level meeting of the 

heads of the association’s member 

institutions plays a significant role 

in evaluating the current activities, 

whilst also planning and organising 

the future direction of ASPHER. 

 

 

Since 2008, ASPHER has been 

organising its annual conference 

together with the European Public  

Health Association (EUPHA).  

This joint endeavour has been 

named the European Public  

Health Conference and combines 

the respective annual meetings  

of both associations. 
 

Click here for more information 

about the conference 
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Global Health 
Chair: Andy Haines (London) | Co-chair: Antoine Flahault (Rennes) 

The session will report on the initial meeting of institutional representatives 

which took place in London on March 10
th

, during which it was concluded that 

there was a need for coordination of European academic institutions in the field 

of Global Health. The discussion will cover the group’s values and specific 

objectives, criteria for membership, financial support and the organisation and 

governance of the proposed initiative. Deans’ and Directors’ views will also be 

sought on the proposed programme of activities, links with other groups in 

Europe and worldwide and forthcoming events. 

Doctoral Programmes and Research Capacities 
Chair: Fred Paccaud (Zürich) | Co-chair: Ursula Schlipkőter (Munich) 

During the session, the outline of the report entitled “Doctoral Education and 

Research Capacities in Public Health: background and guidelines” will be 

presented and discussed. The report will cover the most relevant areas 

concerning collaboration between schools, i.e., admission criteria for doctoral 

candidates, requirements for doctoral programmes, core competencies for 

doctoral students in Public Health, requirements for doctoral supervision, 

requirements for doctoral theses, requirements for the doctoral examination 

process, and links with other disciplines. The session will aim to obtain 

comments/feedback re: content of the report and the initial ideas on how to 

implement the recommendations. Further areas to be covered (subject to 

available time) will relate to funding, promotion and management of grants 

specifically devoted to PhD students in public health, and formalizing the link 

between doctoral studies and post-doctoral positions. 

Innovation and Good Practice in Public Health Education 
Chair: Vesna Bjegovic (Belgrade) | Co-chair: Helmut Brand (Maastricht) 

The main objective of the session is to initiate permanent dialogue on innovation 

and good practice in PH education, continuing training and lifelong learning, 

and to gain the engagement of European schools in the effort to improve public 

health performance. So far SPHs have been less involved than PH institutes, 

NGOs or voluntarily PH networks in the international and European discussions 

about public health performance standards. 

The session will start with a presentation highlighting good practice in applied 

(action) learning and collaboration between SPHs and primary health care 

institutions, based on critical reason to improve performance. Later on, the work 

plan of the working group will be presented (re)focusing education, training, 

evaluation, development and human resource function around achieving better 

public health performance. The third part of the session will be devoted to 

general discussion; besides innovative training techniques, which will open the 

opportunity for students to apply classroom knowledge in the workplace, 

general discussion will highlight the roles of partnerships between SPHs and 

different public health entities supporting increasingly complex performance 

behaviour in public health, in European and diverse global settings. 

Public Health Core Competencies  
Chair: Christopher Birt (Liverpool) | Co-chair: Anders Foldspang (Gőteborg) 

The session will report on plans for local workshops with workforces in 2010; 

this will include presentations from the sub-groups from North-East and South-

East Europe. This will le 
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Updates from ASPHER Working Groups 
ASPHER Working Groups in Rennes | 26-30 May 2010 
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East Europe. This will lead to a discussion about how to proceed with the core   

competencies programme in 2011. The session will also report on progress in 

publicising ASPHER and its work in the field of public health competencies 

amongst other stakeholders across Europe. Reports will be presented on the 

collaboration/arrangement with the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA), 

the Ljubljana and Debrecen events and plans for further events in 2010.  

Accreditation for Public Health Education  
Chair: Jacek Sitko (Krakow) | Co-chair: Marie-Odile Ottenwaelter (Rennes) 

The session will first report on the successful quality improvement initiatives in 

the field of public health education undertaken by ASPHER, including the 

PEER programme and the EU Leonardo Project: LdV PH-ACCR. It will further 

present the outline for the proposed accreditation system of MPH programmes 

and the plans for setting up the European Accreditation Agency for Public 

Health Education.  

Public Health Advocacy and Communication 
Chair: Paulo Moreira (Stockholm) | Co-chair: Robert Otok (Brussels) 

The session will focus on promoting a dialogue between the schools represented 

at the Rennes meeting, interested in developing the health advocacy and 

communication topic/s, both as content of public health education programmes 

(or advanced professional training), and within the dynamics of academic work. 

The discussion will address several key questions, such as: what are the major 

health advocacy topics in contemporary public health; and what is the role of 

health communication knowledge to improve effectiveness of health advocacy 

practice? The discussion will involve the delegates present from ASPH and 

address the current strategic challenges of health advocacy efforts for 

international public health. Academic institutions as health advocacy agents 

within their specific contexts and diverse methods of influencing health policy 

developments will also be discussed. Possible joint efforts between North 

American and European schools of Public Health will also be explored. 

Ethics and Values in Public Health 
Chair: Ted Tulchinsky (Jerusalem) | Co-chair: Els Maeckelbergh (Groningen) 

Background information and the group’s objectives will be presented (by-chair), 

followed by a presentation of the EUPHA section on ethics (by co-chair). The 

case study method in public health ethics for the MPH curriculum will be the 

subject of the keynote presentation, leading to the discussion part. 

The ethics group is also planning to organise a half-day working meeting for its 

members and all interested parties on Saturday, May 29. The agenda includes: 

Public Health and Ethics in Practice 

The ASPHER’s Values, Vision, Mission and Aims: A Working Paper 

40 years of Ethics for Public Health Practice 

Roundtable discussions: inventory of thematic priorities for ASPHER 

Teaching Ethics in Public Health in Europe 

Experiences with teaching ethics 

Introducing the “Ethics & Public Health: Model Curriculum” 

Roundtable discussions: potential curriculum development 

Roundtable about Future Activities 

Thematic issue of the Public Health Reviews 

Click here to download the full agenda of the meeting. 
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The European Public Health Alliance (EPHA) and the Association of Schools of 

Public Health in the European Region (ASPHER) are delighted to invite you to 

a conference, “Public Health in Hungary and the EU” on May 18-19, 2010 in 

Debrecen. The meeting will take place over the course of two half days 

beginning at 12:30 on May 18
th

 and ending at 13:30 on the following day. The 

University of Debrecen’s Faculty of Public Health, an ASPHER member, are 

the local organisers and meeting hosts. Please find the draft agenda below. 
 

EPHA is a European non-governmental association composed of European, 

national and regional organisations working on all aspects of public health. For 

17 years, EPHA has been committed to the promotion and protection of the 

health of all people living in Europe and advocating for greater participation of 

citizens in health-related policy making at the European level. 
 

Expert speakers from across Europe will share best practice in Public Health. 

The event is primarily targeted at Hungarian public health practitioners, policy 

makers and public health students with the aim of fostering dialogue about 

challenges to public health, public health education in Hungary and how the EU 

can work with Hungary to improve health policy and ultimately health 

outcomes. ASPHER’s Working Group on PH Core Competencies will take an 

active part in the event.  
 

Please forward this information to your relevant contacts. Interested parties 

should register via the following website before May 14
th

, 2010. Please note 

that the entire event is free of charge. 
 

Draft Agenda (click here to download the full agenda of the conference) 

Opening address: “The Role of Europe in Hungarian Population Health” 

Session 1: Public health advocacy in Europe 

Europe, health and the role of health advocates  

Public health civil society and advocacy in Hungary 

Mental health in Hungary – what role for Europe? 

Session 2: Hungarian public health challenges 

Trends in the major health problems and social determinants of health:  

a comparative analysis Hungary-EU 

Public health in Hungary: challenges and opportunities 

Tackling health inequalities Roma health in Hungary 

Session 3: Public health education in Europe and Hungary 

Introduction to the organisation and provision of public health education in 

Hungary 

The nature of Public Health Practice and Education in Europe today 

Relevance and Applications of the ASPHER Programme to develop a European 

set of Public Health competencies 

Final plenary: Using Europe to lever better Hungarian health 

Summary: outcomes and next steps 

Future public health strategy in Hungary 

Concluding remarks 
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Symposium on Life Long Learning in Health, Friday, June 11, 2010 
Faculty of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences, Maastricht University 
 

We are pleased to announce the symposium on “Life Long Learning in Health” 

at Maastricht University, the Netherlands. The symposium is a joint effort of the 

Department of Educational Development and Research and the Department of 

International Health at the Faculty of Health, Medicine and Life Sciences of 

Maastricht University in honour of Dr. Jos Moust and Drs. Andre Meijer, who 

will both retire in 2010. 

The topics addressed during this day include: Problem-based Learning; Generic 

Competencies and Competencies for Public Health; Instructional Design for 

Life Long Learning; and Positioning Life Long Learning in the Educational 

Market. Click here to download the first announcement for the symposium. 

If you plan to attend the symposium, we request that you contact Mrs. Lilian 

Swaen – preferably before May 21 – at the following email address: 

l.swaen@educ.unimaas.nl.  
 

Baltic PH Conference 2010: Accomplishments and Challenges 
Department of Public Health, University of Tartu 

Tartu (Estonia), from 23 to 25 September 2010 

The University of Tartu, National Institute for Health Development and 

Estonian Ministry of Social Affairs are pleased to invite you to the “Baltic 

Public Health Conference 2010: Accomplishments and Challenges”. The 

conference programme has been prepared in cooperation with the Estonian 

Health Board, WHO Country Office in Estonia, Kaunas University of Medicine 

(Lithuania), and Riga Stradins University (Latvia). 

Click here to download the conference programme. 

Deadline for abstracts submission: May 15. 

The conference aims to give an overview of the health status in Estonia, Latvia 

and Lithuania in 2010, and to also take a look at the current challenges faced by 

the health care systems. The topics covered by the conference are broad and 

range from public health policy development and implementation to provision 

of qualified staff for health services (including public health training systems) to 

the current major health challenges in the Baltic countries. More specifically, the 

following sub-themes shall be addressed during the seven sessions of the 

conference: 1) inequalities in health; 2) academic public health; 3) health policy 

development in health systems; 4) HIV/AIDS; 5) public health practice; 6) 

health technology assessment and health informatics in public health; 7) health 

determinants. For more information click here. 
 

Job opportunity in London 
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) 

The London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine (LSHTM) has advertised 

two posts in European Health Policy for lecturer and research fellow. Please 

follow the links below for further information: 

MMCK08 Lecturer in European Health Policy 

MMCK09 Research Fellow in European Health Policy 

Closing date for applications is midnight 17 May 2010. 
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Call for application for external PhD fellows 
Department of International Health, Maastricht University 

The Department of International Health (INTHEALHT), Maastricht University, 

is the coordinating centre of the Public Health Research Network for Southeast 

Europe (PHR-Net). Through this call, INTHEALTH invites candidates from 

Southeast European (SEE) countries (namely: Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, 

Bulgaria, Croatia, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Serbia and 

Slovenia) to apply for five external PhD positions at the School for Public 

Health and Primary Care (CAPHRI), Maastricht University, The Netherlands.  

The aim of this call is to offer research possibilities, which would ultimately 

lead to PhD defenses, to talented and motivated SEE public health professionals 

who cannot leave their countries for work or family reasons, but nevertheless 

wish to combine work, research and public health practice. This philosophy is in 

line with the mission and vision of the PHR-Net which, through the support of 

Maastricht University, is seeking effective and efficient solutions for 

reconstructing and strengthening public health research capacities in SEE 

countries. 

Click here for more information. 
 

EU Health Forum 
European Commission – Health  

The EU Health Forum serves as an information and consultation mechanism to 

ensure that the aims of the Community’s health strategy are made clear to the 

public and respond to their concerns. It provides an opportunity to represented 

stakeholders to make contributions to health policy development, its 

implementation and the setting of priorities for action. 

The EU Health Forum is composed of two complementary elements: an Open 

Forum as a platform for general exchange of information and for a discussion 

with a broader range of groups and interested parties, and a Health Policy Forum 

with a consistent set of member organisations, for the discussion of key policy 

areas. ASPHER actively participates in both events. 

EU Open Forum: June 29-30, 2010, Brussels 

The Open Forum is an annual conference and exhibition event, with the 

objective of providing a platform for networking and exchange of ideas and 

views of different stakeholders from the European health community.  

If you would like to participate in the June event, please follow the link. 

EU Health Policy Forum: May20, 2010, Brussels 

The Health Policy Forum (EUHPF) brings together umbrella organisations 

representing stakeholders in the health sector with the intention to review the 

EU work in various areas of public health, to exchange views and experience, to 

adopt recommendations, and to assist in implementation and follow-up of 

specific initiatives.  

In contrast to the Open Forum, the membership of the EUHPF is limited to the 

selected key public health organisations that meet regularly in Brussels. The 

forum has been recently renewed and ASPHER was re-admitted as full-member.  
 

Links to newsletters of ASPHER partner organisations 
 

Click here to open EUPHA newsletter (April issue). 

Click here to open EPHA newsletter (April issue). 

Click here to open last month’s issue of ASPHER bulletin (April issue). 
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